
 

December 2021 

Dear friends, 

I spent this morning sharing in conversation online with Jonathan Hustler, Secretary of 

Conference, along with Chairs of District from Yorkshire and the North East. Jonathan asked 

us at one point, following a conversation about some of the difficult issues that we face as a 

Church, what we found hopeful for the future. In my response I reflected on a recent deeply 

moving and humbling experience of being shown around the Community Pantry after 

worship at Norton in the Stockton Circuit and the opportunity to talk with those waiting in 

the queue. Norton supports something like 100 people each Sunday. It’s a story replicated 

in several places across the district and the connexion. It is at one and the same time a story 

both chastening and hopeful. It is chastening because it reminds us of the systemic social 

and economic injustices which put people in the position of needing support and because of 

the increasing numbers of people from all kinds of backgrounds seeking it. It is profoundly 

hopeful not only because it reminds us of our heritage, witnessing Jesus in the poor, but 

because ministry and service in marginalised communities challenges our thinking about 

what ministry is,  teaching us to learn and receive from others and not just give. As Rachel 

Lampard, Head of the Joint Public Issues Team, reminds us in terms of working in 

marginalised communities, ‘…nothing about us, without us, is for us’.  

At the heart of the Christmas story is the drama of the incarnation. The prologue to John’s 

Gospel places the gift of Christ in the context of eternity but also at the heart of the ordinary 

realities of everyday life. As The Message translation puts it, 

‘The Word became flesh and blood and moved into the neighbourhood.’ 

In a Christmas letter to Methodist Schools, the Vice President of Conference, Barbara 

Easton, took up this theme. She reminds her readers that in a context where we are 

exhausted from the pandemic that the truth of the incarnation is that, 

‘We are held in a love which will not tire.’ 

As we approach Christmas I want to thank you for your untiring witness and service in the 

midst of a year which has brought innumerable challenges. There are many who feel tired, 

exhausted, even broken. But God is with us. We are held in a love which will not tire. It is a 

love which does not forsake the ordinary things of life but which comes right into the centre 

of them. 

Songs that paint a cosy Christmas 

miss the truth of God above! 

See how God, rejected, homeless, 



Came a child with wide-eyed love. 

Love transforms and brings release! 

Love brings justice, joy and peace! 

(Peter Relf, Singing the Faith 220) 

 

May I wish you, your loved ones, neighbours and communities a peace and joy filled 

Christmas. 

 

Peace and light, 

 

 

 

Revd Richard Andrew 

Chair, Darlington District 


